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✩Food to die for 

Science activity
Here are some animals found in woodlands, where there are decaying leaves.
Can you use this yes/no key to find their names?

Clue 1 Does the animal have six legs? If yes, it is a springtail.
Does the animal have more than six legs? If yes, go to clue 2.

Clue 2 Does it have eight legs? If yes, it is a harvestman.
Does it have more than eight legs? If yes, go to clue 3.

Clue 3 Does it have a broad, flat body? If yes, it is a woodlouse.
Does it have a long, thin body? If yes, go to clue 4.

Clue 4 Does each section of the body have two legs? If yes, it is a centipede.
Does each section of the body have four legs? If yes, it is a millipede.

This is a .......................................

This is a .......................................

This is a .......................................

Science investigation

   
     

    
  

   
   

     
     

This is a .............................................

This is a .......................................

33

Background knowledge
When living things die, other living things feed on them. If they have a
skeleton or shell, it will be the only part left after all the soft parts are eaten.
Earthworms feed on dead plants. Other animals, such as the maggots of flies,
feed on dead animals. There are also tiny living things called microbes that
feed on dead plants and animals. Bacteria and some fungi are microbes.
When dead things decay, they are really being eaten by microbes!  
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Design and conduct an experiment 
to see what factors in the 
environment can affect the decay of 
an apple core. Examples of some 
factors are temperature, light, and 
moisture. Only one factor should be 
tested at a time.

     Take extra care - ask an adult to 
supervise you.
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Dead animals and plants provide food for a range of
living things. Decay organisms recycle important
nutrients back to the soil and air. They are called
reducers or decomposers. Decay is affected by
temperature, heat, moisture, and oxygen. Website 
33-1 can help with composting.

33 ✩Food to die for 

Science activity
Here are some animals found in woodlands, where there are decaying leaves.
Can you use this yes/no key to find their names?

Clue 1 Does the animal have six legs? If yes, it is a springtail.
Does the animal have more than six legs? If yes, go to clue 2.

Clue 2 Does it have eight legs? If yes, it is a harvestman.
Does it have more than eight legs? If yes, go to clue 3.

Clue 3 Does it have a broad, flat body? If yes, it is a woodlouse.
Does it have a long, thin body? If yes, go to clue 4.

Clue 4 Does each section of the body have two legs? If yes, it is a centipede.
Does each section of the body have four legs? If yes, it is a millipede.

This is a .......................................

This is a .......................................

This is a .......................................

Science investigation

This is a .............................................

This is a .......................................

Background knowledge
When living things die, other living things feed on them. If they have a
skeleton or shell, it will be the only part left after all the soft parts are eaten.
Earthworms feed on dead plants. Other animals, such as the maggots of flies,
feed on dead animals. There are also tiny living things called microbes that
feed on dead plants and animals. Bacteria and some fungi are microbes.
When dead things decay, they are really being eaten by microbes!  

harvestman.

millipede.

springtail.

centipede.

woodlouse.

Review how certain body features help an animal
survive in its environment. Brine shrimp are constantly
moving because they are filter feeders. They have 11
pairs of appendages that sweep food into their mouth.
They are adapted to living in very salty water.

30 ✩ Animals must fit in 

Science investigationEyes
Mouth

Tail

Background knowledge 
Animals live in many different habitats. Each animal’s body is adapted to
live in a certain habitat. For example, birds that live in water have webbed
feet. Mammals breathe the air with lungs, while fish have gills for breathing
under water. A mole has spade-like feet to help it dig through soil. All 
these special features are adaptations animals have that help them survive
in their environment. 

Science activity
Tadpoles are pond animals that hatch from eggs laid by frogs in the spring.
Three parts of a tadpole’s body are named below. In the spaces provided,
write down how you think each part helps the tadpole to live in a pond.

Part of the body How it helps the tadpole to live in a pond

Gills ..............................................................................................................

Tail ..............................................................................................................

Eyes ..............................................................................................................

Gills

The gills help the tadpole to breathe under water.
The tail helps the tadpole to swim.
The eyes help the tadpole to find its food.

Food chains summarize the eating habits of organisms
in a community. They begin with a plant. Herbivores
eat plants. Carnivores eat herbivores. Third order
consumers eat animals that eat other animals. Food
webs more realistically show eating relationships in 
an ecosystem.

32 ✩ Food chains and webs 

Science investigation

Seagull Slug

Oak leaf

Cow
Human

Plant makes food Herbivore eats plant Carnivore eats herbivore

Pansy ......................... Thrush

Seaweed Periwinkle ........................

......................... Caterpillar Robin

Grass ........................ .........................

Background knowledge
All living things depend on one another for food. Plants make their own food.
Some animals eat plants, and other animals eat animals that eat plants.
Plant-eaters are called herbivores and animal-eaters are called carnivores.
Some animals eat both plants and animals. They are called omnivores. The
way in which living things depend on one another for food can be summarized
in a food chain or a food web. An arrow is drawn to the living thing that is
eaten by another living thing. Do the activity on website 32-1 to learn more. 

Science activity
Look at the pictures, and find the animals or plants that complete these 
food chains. Write their names in the spaces on the chart.

Oak leaf

Slug

Cow

Seagull

Human

The child should understand that all living things
depend on plants, either directly or indirectly. On
website 31-1, note the particular shape of the teeth
used for tearing meat. The dinosaur activity on 31-2
develops science concepts as well as language skills.

31 ✩Dinnertime for animals 

Science activity
Can you spot the herbivores in this group of
animals? Write their names in the box. Herbivores

....................................

....................................

....................................

....................................

....................................

Background knowledge
When animals feel hungry, they need to eat. Food provides the animals with
carbohydrates, faats, and proteins, which are important nutrients they need to
grow and live. Some animals have to hunt for their food while other animals 
eat mostly plants. Plants can make their own food using sunlight and gases
from the air and water. Animals that eat plants are called herbivores. Animals
that eat herbivores are called carnivores.

Woodlouse

Slug

Thrush

Ladybug

Caterpillar

Rabbit

Spider

Deer

Science investigation

Slug

Woodlouse

Caterpillar

Deer
Rabbit
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      Dead animals and plants 
provide food for a range of living 
things. Decay organisms recycle 
important nutrients back to the 
soil and air. They are called 
reducers or decomposers. Decay 
is affected by temperature, heat, 
moisture, and oxygen. 
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