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Plant life cycles
Observations
Many plants produce flowers. Flowers make seeds. If a seed lands in soil and
gets enough water, it grows into a young plant, called a seedling. The seedling
grows into an adult plant, which produces flowers. Again, the flower makes
seeds that grow into seedlings. These are stages in a plant’s life cycle. 
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Science activity
Here is the life cycle of a dandelion. Which picture goes with which stage in
the life cycle? Write A, B, or C in each box.

adult

seed
seedling

Life cycle
of a 

dandelion

What is the life cycle of a pumpkin?
Download this life cycle from website 77-1
and color it. Do the activity on 77-2.

Science exploration
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These activities teach children how to group animals
according to their features. Assist the child with the
website activities. Help the child determine which
animals are warm-blooded. Make sure the child
understands that human are mammals and are,
therefore, warm-blooded. 

78 ✩ Name that critter!
Observations
You can recognize different animal groups by the features they have in com-
mon. For example, mammals have hair on their skin; birds have 
feathers; reptiles have scales; amphibians have slimy skin; and fish have
scales and fins.

Science activity
Write which group each animal belongs to and what feature it has that tells
you so.

Science exploration

A pigeon is a

I know because it has

A lizard is a

I know because it has

A cat is a

I know because it has

A goldfish is a

I know because it has

A frog is an

I know because it has

frog

lizard

cat

goldfish

pigeon

mammal. amphibian.

slimy skin.hair.

scales.

reptile.

fish.

scales and fins.

bird.

feathers.

This page focuses on plant life cycles. If possible, do the
investigation in the fall when pumpkins are more readily
available. As an extension, have the child do some of
the activities and investigations on website 77-3.
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Many plants produce flowers. Flowers make seeds. If a seed lands in soil and
gets enough water, it grows into a young plant, called a seedling. The seedling
grows into an adult plant, which produces flowers. Again, the flower makes
seeds that grow into seedlings. These are stages in a plant’s life cycle. 
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Science activity
Here is the life cycle of a dandelion. Which picture goes with which stage in
the life cycle? Write A, B, or C in each box.
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Science exploration
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These activities teach how animals adapt to their
environments with certain features that allow them to
live there successfully. Ask the child if he or she could
live in water all of the time. The child should wear
gloves during the crawl. Check for bee allergies. 

80 ✩ Homes that are just right
Observations
Animals can live on land, in soil, in water, and in air. Some of these places
are wet. Others are dry. Some are in bright light, others are in shade.
Different animals are adapted to live in different kinds of places. They have
certain features that are just right for where they live.

Science activity

Science exploration

1 Color orange one part of a goldfish 
that helps it live in water.

2 Color green one part of a frog that 
helps it live in water.

3 Color yellow the part of a duck that
helps it live in the air, and color blue
a part that helps it live in the water.

This activity teaches how humans use plants as food,
and how to group plants as vegetables or fruit. Point
out that some vegetables can also be fruits, such as
beans. The website is an engaging way for children to
understand more about the plant food they eat.

79 ✩Plants are yummy!
Observation
Fruits and vegetables are plants that we eat. Fruits are made by flowers.
Seeds are made by fruits. Seeds can be found inside of the fruit. Most vegeta-
bles are the leaves, stems, or roots of a plant.

Science activity
Sort these foods into vegetables and fruits. Write F for a fruit and V for a
vegetable in the box beside each one.

Science exploration
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This page focuses on plant life cycles. If 
possible, do the investigation in the fall 
when pumpkins are more readily available. 
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