
✩ Necessary information
Write the missing information you need to have to answer the question.

Tim wants to buy juice for his friends. Each box of juice costs 79¢. How much will 
it cost in all?

You need to know

On Saturday, 367 people saw the first of five movies playing at the local theater. 
How many people went to the movies on Saturday?

You need to know 

Write the missing information you need to have to answer the question.

the number of friends for whom Tim is buying juice.

Patsy has $5.25. She wants to buy a soda for $1.00.She also wants a sandwich. 
Does she have enough money?

You need to know 

Seashells cost 35¢, 50¢, or 75¢ depending upon their size. Sara bought four shells 
that had the same price. How much money did she spend?

You need to know 

Martina divided her class into 5 teams of students. How many students were on 
each team?

You need to know 

Katya made sandwiches for her mother, her father, her three brothers and her 
sisters. She also made herself a sandwich. How many sandwiches did she make?

You need to know 

Carl bought two paperback books for $6.99 each. He spent 35¢ on a pen and 
$1.75 on a notepad. How much money did he have left?

You need to know 
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Necessary information
Write the missing information you need to have to answer the question.

Tim wants to buy juice for his friends. Each box of juice costs 79¢. How much will
it cost in all?

You need to know

On Saturday, 367 people saw the first of five movies playing at the local theater.
How many people went to the movies on Saturday?

You need to know 

Write the missing information you need to have to answer the question.

the number of friends for whom Tim is buying juice.

how many people saw the movie at the other shows.

Patsy has $5.25. She wants to buy a soda for $1.00.She also wants a sandwich.
Does she have enough money?

You need to know how much the sandwich costs.

Seashells cost 35¢, 50¢, or 75¢ depending upon their size. Sara bought four shells
that had the same price. How much money did she spend?

You need to know the price, or size, of the shells she bought.

Martina divided her class into 5 teams of students. How many students were on
each team?

You need to know how many students were in the class.

Katya made sandwiches for her mother, her father, her three brothers and her
sisters. She also made herself a sandwich. How many sandwiches did she make?

You need to know how many sisters Katya has.

Carl bought two paperback books for $6.99 each. He spent 35¢ on a pen and
$1.75 on a notepad. How much money did he have left?

You need to know how much money he started with.

Some children may read a problem and not know how to proceed. Suggest 
several pieces of information, one of which needs to be found to solve the 
problem. Help them understand how to identify the missing information.
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